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Kunjan Nambiar Torch Rally

As a part of the five-day all Kerala Thullal festival, organized by Kunjan Smarakam in Ambalapuzha a Torch relay was taken out passing through all the places of significance for Kunjan Nambiar, the originator of the popular Kerala art form Thullal. On June 6th the torch was lit from the perpetual flame maintained in Kalakkathu House, Killikkurissi Mangalam and carried through Trippunithura, Vaikam, Kidangoor, Kudamaloor, before reaching Mathoor Temple at 9.30 p.m. To mark this special occasion, all the oil lamps around the temple including the ‘Kamba Vilakku’ were lit in the evening, which is always a beautiful sight. Members of the Devaswom Committee along with around 100 people were present in the temple to receive the torch.  Special dignitary on the occasion was Ms. Chempakavally Thampuratti of Cherattappurathu Kovilakam, Ambalapuzha who also had reached Mathoor to greet the Torch. The Torch was kept overnight in the Mathoor ‘Kalari’ before being taken to Ambalapuzha on 7th afternoon through Thakazhi. Members of the family may be aware that Mathoor Temple was a place where Kujan Nambiar spent a number of years composing and choreographing his works before moving the court of Travancore Maharaja after Chempakasseri Principality was annexed to Travancore during the rein of Marthanda Varma.

Glimpses of Mathoor Family History

We located some manuscripts written by the late Mathoor Valiyakunnil Kochukrishna Panicker (1892 – 1973 AD), describing the various facets of Mathoor Family history. Mr. Panicker was a practicing lawyer in Trivandrum. 

The material will be published in the Mathoor Visesham (Special Supplement) serially. The manuscript is written in Malayalam and it is hard to translate the same in to English with the exact meanings of the original material. So the original Malayalam version will be attached to this publication with an English abstract given. Those who cannot read Malayalam are advised to take the help of some one who could read it out to you. You will then be able to appreciate the contents much better.

Some parts of the historical facts laid down may be disputed. We have not changed the original manuscripts. Readers are encouraged to write to us their views and comments and we will publish them for the benefit of the other members of the family.

The manuscript was handed over by Mr. K. Raghavan Kutty, son of the late Kochukrishna Panicker and rewritten by Mr. Aravindakshan Nair, husband of Ms. Bharathi Kunjamma. Thycheril House.

Chapter # 1.
Prince of Travancore saved by Mathoor Panicker

During the early part of 18th century, Travancore was waging war with all the Princely States in Southern part of India and annexing them to Travancore. In one such war, the armies of Travancore and Chempakassery met at Thottappaaly. In order to stop the advancing Travancore army, the Thottappally bund was severed by Chempakassery. The Prince of Travancore accompanying the army, happened to be on the Chempakassery side of the bund and was separated from his people. He had to flee to save his life. He reached Ambalapuzha incognito and hid in a field. At that time one of the Mathoor Panickers happened to arrive there and recognised the Prince. He took the Prince to Mathoor House and asked his mother to keep him hidden in her room.

Eventually Chempakassery lost the war. Panicker also was among the people imprisoned by the Travancore army. News of this reached Mathoor House and everyone including his mother was very sad. The Prince consoled the mother saying that he would save Panicker. The Prince sent Mathoor Temple priest with a message to Travancore Divan Ramayyan who was overjoyed on hearing that the Prince was safe. The news was conveyed to the Maharaja, who ordered to present Mathoor Panicker immediately before him. Panicker narrated the story of his saving the Prince and was released immediately. On reaching Mathoor, Panicker disclosed the identity of the Prince. Then he was sent  to Ambalapuzha with due reverence and respect. After this incident Mathoor family enjoyed considerable patronage of the Travancore Royalty. (See page 6 for full text in Malayalam).

Temple Pooja Timings

The poojas in the temple are scheduled in the morning between 5:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. The evening timings are between 5:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Devotees may follow these timings to visit the temple and offer prayers. On special requests from devotees the temple could be kept opened till 10:00 a.m. in the morning. Please request the Administrator-in-charge Mr. Mr. Govinda Pillai (Phone: 0477-276-2755) or the Treasurer Mr. Mohankumar (Phone: 0477-226-1414) to make special arrangements for this. 

Bhajans in Mathoor Temple

Following communication received from Ms. Radhamani (Omana) Kunjamma, wife of the late Sivan Nair, Kochumathoor is reproduced below for the information of the members of the family.

“On the 1st of June I went to Mathoor Temple at 10 a.m. Nearly 12 ladies had assembled there. We started with chanting Lalitha Sahasra Namam. After that we sang a few bhajans on Ganapathi, Saraswathi, Guru, Siva, Devi, Mathoor Ashtakam, Vishnu, Hanuman, Subrahmanian etc. Next month onwards the bhajans will be selected in advance so that we can start the bhajans and Sahasranama without any discussion and wastage of time. I have given a book containing some bhajans so that our devotees in Nedumudy area can make advance preparation.”

May we request all members of the family to make it convenient to participate in the Temple Bhajana. Please contact Omana at Tel: 0484-237-0325, Mobile: 98473-12511, Email: mathoor@eth.net for details regarding the Temple Bhajana.

New Temple Priest Appointed

Appanam Karakkadu Govindan Nampoothiri, Kaithapram, Kannoor was appointed the full time priest of Mathoor Temple from June. He belongs to Appanam Illam in Kannoor. Now we are able to keep the temple opened for longer hours and undertake more extensive rituals for all the deities as directed in the Deva-prasna. Members of the family will appreciate that we now incur higher expenditure in managing the affairs of the temple. One major source of income is the Divasa pooja Vazhipadu offered by the devotees. May we request all the members of the family to offer a Divasa pooja by paying Rs. 250/- on the birthday of every member of your family. Being a large family we should be able to have Divasa poojas on all the 365 days of the year, if the members of the family co-operate. You may hand over the amount to the convenor of the local family unit or send a bank Draft favouring PRESIDENT, MATHOOR  SREE BHAGAVATHY DEVASWOM, payable at Alleppey. Bank draft along with the name, birth-star and date of birth in whose name the Divasa pooja is to be conducted may be sent to the TREASURER, MATHOOR BHAGAVATHY DEVASWOM, MOHANA NIVAS, KAITHAVANA, ALLEPPEY-3 (Telephone: 2261414). Please indicate the address to which the Prasadam is to be sent.
Marriage in the family

Mr. Jyothis, son of Mr. Padmanabha Panicker and Ms. Sreedevi, Mathoor 
Thekkedam married Ms. Soorya, daughter of Mr. Ramachandran Nair and Ms. Jayasree, Vadakkal, Alleppey on 11th June at Anjali auditorium, Alleppey. 

Obituary

· G. Jayakumar (41), son of Ms. T. Indira Bai and the late Gopalan Nair passed away on 11th June at Mumbai due to heart attack. He is survived by his wife 
Ms. Geetha and 3 children aged 13, 9 and 7. Jayakumar is the grandson of the late Mathoor. S. Vasudeva Panicker and K. C. Thankamma, Mathoor Bhavan, Trivandrum. 

· Rajamma wife of the late Purushothaman Pillai and the daughter-in-law of the late Mathoor Valiyakunnil Govindankunju Panicker expired on June 22nd. She was 73 years old and was ailing for some time. Rajamma was the mother-in-law of the popular cine artist Nedumudi Venu. Ms. Suseela, Mr. Gopan, Ms. Geetha and Mr. Sunil are the children of the late Rajamma.

· Gopinathan Pillai (62 years), husband of Ms. Maya Devi, Kochumathoor, passed away on 22nd June. The late Pillai retired from the Indian Army. He is survived by his wife and sons Azad and Ajith.

· Suseela (60) wife of Mr. Panniyarathala. P. Ramachandran Nair, died on 30th June
2003 in Trivandrum. She is survived by her husband, sons Mr. Sooraj and Mr. Manoj and daughters-in-law Ms. Rema and Ms. Reshmi. The late Suseela was the daughter of Smt. T. Vilasiniamma and late Velayudhan Nair (Retd. Devaswam Commissioner) and the granddaughter of the late Mathoor S. Vasudeva Panicker.

Film Shooting

The filming of the movie “Salpperu Ramankutty” was continued in the temple premises on 16th & 17th June. The popular movie stars Jayaram, Jagathy Sreekumar, Lalu Alex, Gayathri Jayaram, and Reena were present on the location during the two days film shooting activities.

Bon Voyage

Mr. M. K. K. Pannicker, son of the late Mathoor Vakkayil Parvathi Kunjamma leaves for Singapore on 5th July to visit his son. He returns along with wife Ms. Sreedevi, daughter-in-law Ms. Smitha and granddaughter Baby.Varsha on July 13th.

Corrections

We regret the omission of certain information about individuals in the May issue of Mathoor Visesham. Following may be noted based on the details provided.

· Mr. Ramanujan Nair, member of the Devaswom Committee is the son of the late Mathoor Thycheril Gopalankunju Panicker.

· Ms. Thulasi, member of the Devaswom Committee, is the wife of Prof. Ravindaran Nair and daughter of the late Mathoor Thycheril Gopalankunju Panicker.

· Mr. M. V. K. Panicker, member of Punarudharana Comiittee is the son of the late Parvathi Kunjamma, Mathoor Valiyakunnu Kizhakkethil House.

Newsletter Sponsorship

The special request to the members of the family to sponsor the publication of the Mathoor Visesham (Special Supplement) has yielded very encouraging response. We now have funds to go up to October 2004. We expect that more members will come forward with their offers in future so that we need not strain the temple funds to keep this family communication medium going. The sponsorship amount is Rs.1500/- for one month’s publication. 

Following are the sponsorships received so far.

- Mr. Suresh Panicker (Son of Mr. M. K. K. Panicker), Ms. Smitha & Baby Varsha
- Rs. 3000 (April & May)

- Mr. Manoj Nair (Son of Ms. Radhamani-Omana- Kunjamma, Kochumathoor)

- Rs. 3000 (June & July)

- Mr.  Ajai Panicker (Son of Mr. K. S. K. Panicker & Ms. Geetha Panicker) & Ms. Malu
- Rs. 3000 (Aug & Sept)

- Mr. N. R. Pillai (Father-in-law of Mr. Suresh Panicker, Singapore) & Ms. Prasanna
- Rs. 1500 (October)

- Dr. Jyotsna (Daughter of Dr. Rajeswari & Mr. Unnikrishnan Nair) & Dr. Rajeev    - Rs. 18, 000 (Nov 03 – Oct 04)
Please contact the editor at <rcdutt@intsyx.com> or Phone Nos. 0471-272-1060 / 0471-272-1983 for further details in this regard.

 Parihara  Kriyakal

The renowned Thantri, Puthumana Thirumeni will be leading the Parihara Kriyakal specified in the Prasna charthu during August/September. We will try to schedule the activities in such way that maximum number of devotees are able to attend the rituals. We hope to publish the scheduled dates in the July issue of the newsletter. You also may contact Mr. Govinda Pillai, (Telephone: 0477-276-2755), Temple Administrator-in-charge for details about the Parihara Kriyakal.

Report From Family Units

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM FAMILY UNIT

Meeting of the Thiruvananthapuram Family Unit was held in the Sahodara Samajam Auditorium on June 1st, 2003 at 4.00 p.m. 15 members were present on the occasion. The members were briefed on the activities undertaken in the temple on May 18th including the proceedings of the Extra-ordinary General Body meeting and Mathoor Kudumba Yogam. Future plans of activities in the temple and fund raising methods were also discussed. All members were requested to submit the address slips for updating the database. Special forms printed for this purpose was distributed in the meeting. Members were requested to conduct a Divasa Pooja in the temple on the birthday of the member. Members suggested that some of the meetings of the unit should be conducted at the residences of members in order to enhance the fellowship among the members of the Mathoor Family. This was agreed. The meeting concluded at 6.00 p. m.

The next meeting is scheduled on July 6th at 4.00 p.m. at the home of Mr. Sankaran Nair. The address is, Mathoor Bhavan, Ambalamukku, N.C.C Road, Trivandrum. Telephone: 0471-243-3861 All members of the family including outstation members are invited to attend. As you are aware, Trivandrum Family Unit meeting will be conducted every first Sunday of the month at 4.00 p.m. Please contact the convenor at 0471-243-8135 for information about the venue of the meeting.

Fund Raising

Members of the family are requested to plan their contributions to the temple in a phased manner. As seen in the budget, we need the funds to undertake the activities in progressive manner. You can even make contributions in monthly installments so that there is no financial strain on the members of the family. Members are also requested to explore the possibilities of raising funds from external sources. If you need any assistance in this regard please let us know. May we suggest that you contribute amount equal to the amount you gave for Deva-prasna during July/August to undertake the rituals planned during August/September. The total amount required is Rs. 1,25,000.

Responses From Around The World

Glad to see that you are getting positive responses to the newsletter -- and hope that the vision you set out will materialize.

Jayan Panikkar (Son of the late S. K. Panicker, Navarangam, Trivandrum) Toronto, Canada.





Comments received at the Family Website:- So glad that somebody has organized all this. We are indeed scattered all over the world, and it would be fascinating to connect or meet some day. I recently lost both my parents. My father Mohan Kumar Panikkar was from Navarangam in Trivandrum, and was born in 1927. I have been thinking about a trip this December to scatter my mother's ashes and also bring my 12 year old son who has never been to India, and was very close to his grandparents. I would be happy to participate or assist in networking if I can be of any help. I have 2 siblings, and 6 first cousins here in Canada, who are also part of this heritage. I always knew the family was quite exceptionally sophisticated and capable. I look forward to further contact!!

Ms. Vinaya Kumari (Vinni) Panikkar, (Granddaughter of the late S. K. Panicker, Trivandrum), Vancouver, Canada


The content is getting better and better. Glad to see responses from all our family members.

Manoj Nair (Son of Ms. Radhamani-Omana- Kunjamma and the late Sivan Nair) Massachusetts, USA




It is a very good sign that more and more people are interested to receive the newsletter and hope more and more members will be interested to sponsor this without much go around work. I feel it is better to expense this activity through temple funds as it is becoming a matter of interest for all family members.

Suresh, Singapore (Son of Mr. M. K. K. Panicker and Ms. Sreedevi, Sindhu, Kaithavana, Alleppey)




Life Membership

Mr. Jayaprakash Valliathan, son of the late Krishna Panicker (Thycheril House) and the late Chandramathi has joined the Kudumba Yogam. 

Poojas Conducted in the Temple during June

· Navakam Pooja by Mr. Biju, Thiruvalla

· June  4 (Edavam – Punartham) Divasa Pooja by Dr. Narayana Panicker, Changanassery.

· June  7 Divasa Pooja by Mr. Sukumaran Kunju Panicker, son of the late Madhavi Kunjamma, Thycheril

· June  8 Divasa Pooja by Mr. Raman Kunju Panicker, son of the late Madhavi Kunjamma, Thycheril

· June11 Divasa Pooja by Ms. Resmi, Bangalore. 
· June12 Divasa Pooja by Mr. Mohanan Kunju Panicker, son of the late Karthiyayani Kunjamma. 
· June 13 Divasa Pooja by Mast. Arun Dutt (Thiruvonam), son of Dr. Suresh Dutt & Dr. Maya, TVM.

· June 17 Divasa Pooja by Mr. Satish, Ambalayam Nedumudi.

· June 19 Divasa Pooja by Mr. G. R. Panicker & Jaya, Bahrin.

· June 22 Divasa Pooja by Mr. S. V. Menon, New Delhi.

· June 23 (Mithunam – Revathy) Divasa Pooja by Ms. Prabha, wife of Mr. Ramesh C. Dutt, Trivandrum.

·  
“
“
“
“
“     “  Ms. Sindhu, daughter of Mr. M. K. K. Panicker. 

·  
“
“
“
“
“     “  Ms. Priyu, New Delhi.

· June 24 (Mithunam – Aswathi) Divasa Pooja by Ms. Sreerekha Pillai, D/o Dr. Suseela Pillai, B’lore

· June 25 (Mithunam-Bharani) Divasa Pooja by Mr.Ramesh C.Dutt, husband of Ms.Prabha, Trivandrum.

· June 29 Divasa Pooja by ms. Padmaja Panicker, wife of Mr. Raman Kunju Panicker, Thycheril
Poojas Scheduled in the Temple during July & August

· July 1(Mithunam- Punartham) by Ms. Parvathy, daughter of Ms. Lekha Kunjamma & Mr. N. Rajendran.

· July 9 (Mithunam – Chothi) Divasa Pooja by Dr. T. C. M. Pillai, S/o the late Govindan Kunju Panicker.

· July 25 (Karkadakam-Rohini) Divasa Pooja by Ms. Deepti, daughter of Ms. Prabha Dutt, TVM.

Temple Administration
Please contact Mr. Govinda Pillai, Kochu Mathoor, Thottuvathala, Nedumudi – P. O., Alleppey Dist., Telephone No. 0477-276-2755, for all your requirements of temple activities like booking poojas, getting Prasadams etc. Outstation members may inform Mr. Pillai in advance about their visit to the temple so that they can get the necessary assistance.


Published by M. K. K. Pannicker, Convenor, Punarudharana Committee, Mathoor Temple for limited circulation only.  All communication may be sent to ‘Sindhu’, Sanathanapuram – P. O., Alleppey – 688 003, India. Phone: (0477)225-2337. To reach the Editor email at rcdutt@intsyx.com or Telephone at (0471)272-1060 / (0471)272-1983.
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