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Astabandha Kalasam – May 19 to 24

Members of the family may please note that there is a change in the dates of Punaprathishta rituals in Mathoor Sree Bhagavathy Temple. The rituals start on May 19th and the re-installation of the idols will be done by a team of priests led by the renowned thantri, Puthumana Thirumani on May 24th morning. It is a great occasion for the members of the family to be present at the temple to witness the re-installation rituals along with children who will remember the occasion through out their life. In fact such occasions happen rarely in a life time of individuals. So it is requested that all members of the family make use of this opportunity. Following is the schedule of the daily rituals.

Day 1 (May 19th)
Morning:
Astadravya Ganapathi Homam, Kananadi Atbhutha Santhi, 

After Deepaaradhana:
Acharya Varanam, Pncha Punyaham, Ganapathi Pooja, Praasada Sudhi, Raksha Kalasa Pooja, Rakshokhna Homam, Vasthu Homam, vasthu Kalasa Pooja, Sambatha Proshanam, vaasthu Bali, Vasthu Kalasa Abhishekam, Vaasthu Punyaham, Mulayarayil Sudhi, Ankuraropanam, Kundha Sudhi, Athazha Pooja.

 Day 2
(May 20th)

Morning:
Ganapathi Homam, Ankura Pooja, Chathu Sudhi, Dhara, Pancha Gavyam and Panchakam Kalasa Poojas, Naveekarana Praschita Homam and Kalasa Pooja, Special pooja with Chathu Sudhi, Dhara, Pancha Gavyam and Pnchakam Kalasa Abhishekams, Thimilappani


Ucha Pooja with Naveekarana PrayaschitaKalasa Abhishekam, Kalu Kazhukichoottu, Danam.

After Deepaaradhana:
Kunta Sudhi, Ankura Pooja, Athazha Pooja.

Day 3 (May 21st)

Morning:
Ganapathi Homam, Ankura Pooja, Praschitha Homam and Kalasa Pooja. Praschita Kalasa Abhishekam with Ucha Pooja.

After Deepaaradhana:
Kunta Sudhi, Ankura Pooja, Athazha Pooja

Day 4 (May 22nd)

Morning:
Ganapathi Homam, Ankura Pooja, Santhi Homam, Kalasa Pooja, Dahana Praschitham Pooja.Santhi Homa Kalasa Abhishekam with Ucha Pooja, Kalasa Mandapa Sudhi, Sayyadi Padmollekhanam.

After Deepaaradhana:
Sudhi for Nuthana Praasadangal, Kunta Sudhi, Ankura Pooja, Athazha Pooja

Day 5 (May 23rd)

Morning:
Ganapathi Homam, Ankura Pooja, Iladroni Pooja,Thatva Homam, Thatva Kalasa Pooja, Kumbhesa Karkari Poojas, Brahma Kalasa Pooja, Sayya Poojas for Upadevathakal, Nidra Kalasa Poojakal, Anujna Kalasa Poojas, Poojas for Upadevathakal with Anujna Kalasa Abhishekam, Anujna Prayer, Jeeva Kalasa Poojas for Upadevathakal, Jeevodhasana, Jeeva Kalasangal, Ezhunnellikkal to Poojitha Sayya, Marappani, Thatva Kalasa Abhishekam (Darsana Pradhanam).

Day Time:
Parikalasa Pooja (217), Upadevatha Bimbangal, Ezhunnellikkal to Sayya after Sudhi Kriyakal. 

After Deepaaradhana: 
Adhivasa Homam, Kalasadhivasam, Athazha Pooja.

Day 6 (May 24th)

Morning:
Ganapathi Homam with Asta Dravyam, Usha Pooja at Adhivasam, Marappan, Pari Kalasa Abhishekam, Kalkari Kalasam, Kumbhesa Kalasam, and Brahma Kalasam Ezhunnellikkal with Vadyamelam and Veda Mantrams to Sreekovil. Kalasa Abhishekams for Devi. (Darsana Pradhanam).


Upadevatha Prathistakal.

Vazhipadus during the Punaprathista

There are special Vazhipadus during the Punatrathista rituals like PARI KALASAM, which devotees can sponsor. Please contact the Temple Administrator for details. Members of the family are requested to sponsor as many Vazhipadus as possible to obtain the blessings of our Paradevatha.
Progress Report of Punarudharanam of Mathoor Sree Bhagavathy Temple

The following maintenance activities were undertaken in the Mathoor Temple based on the Deva Prasna and under the guidance of the Temple Thantri, Puthumana Thantri and Astrollogers during the month of April. 
Balalaya Prathishta

The regular poojas of the idols moved to the Balalayam were conducted there. The idols of Siva, Dhanwamthari and Ganapathi are kept in the main temple itself and poojas undertaken there.

Kochmbalam

The Kochambalam which houses the Rektheswari, Gandharvan and Sasthavu was demolished to the basement and rebuilt in the exact design as it existed over decades. The walls are made of Teak wood and the roof is the conventional tiled roof. Considerable Teak wood was procured for the work and a team of carpenters with expertise in temple construction did an excellent job of recreating the structure in all its original glory. New tiles were also procured for roofing. It is proposed to install a Thazhikakkudam at the top of Kochambalam. The structure is ready for installation of idols. 

Kochambalam for Karanavar

As indicated in the Deva Prasnam the structure where the Karanavar was installed, was demolished. The structure was rebuilt facing west. The final finishing work is in progress and is expected to be completed during the first week of May.

Main Temple Structure

Extensive renovation work is under way in the main temple structure. The first activity was electrification and installation of lighting systems inside the temple. This has enabled inspection and renovation work easy. Considerable effort was expended in cleaning up the walls, roof, floor etc. of the structure. Members may realize that it is about 30 years since we have done any such activity in the temple and the effort was considerable to clean up. We hope that we will be able to adhere to the 12 year schedule for such activities specified in Thantra Sastra in future. The wood carvings in the temple have come up shining after the cleaning process. Restoration work of the carvings is in progress. This exercise has revealed certain temple wall paintings which were hidden. Efforts are underway to engage expert temple wall painters to restore these paintings. We hope to bring these paintings to its original glory. 

A number of wooden structures of the main temple roof required repair. This was undertaken by the expert team of carpenters led by Mr. Asokan from Trissur. The team is living in the temple compound and undertaking the work with great dedication. Members of the family who got the opportunity to watch this team at work at the temple were very much impressed by their workmanship and work culture. The repair of one of the main Kazhukkols required considerable skill. This was undertaken without disturbing the roof structure and the copper sheet paving of the roof. This resulted in avoiding considerable cost. All damaged wooden members are repaired and cleaned thoroughly. Wood protection is done by spraying varnish. The damage in the lower edge of the roof structure in front portion of the temple is also repaired. Repairing the copper sheets here is driving up the cost of renovation considerably.

Repair of the Sanctum Santorum was also completed. The floor is to be leveled by paving granite slabs. We hope to complete all the repair work by May 10th.

Peepul Trees

The two Peepul trees in front of the Temple were pruned and the base cleaned up. The masonery work at the base of the trees was completed.

Financial Position is Critical

Members of the family will notice from the following statement of accounts that we are left with practically no funds to complete the above work and undertake the six day punaprathista rituals. However, we are proceeding with confidence that the grace of Mathoor Bhagavathy and the patronage of the devoted members of the family will enable us to complete the tasks successfully. Members are requested to rush their contributions to the convenor latest by May 10th so that the activities can be completed as scheduled. Please send your contributions by Bank Draft favouring “Mathoor Kshethram Punarudharana Committee (A/C No. 25064)” payable at State Bank of Travancore, Pazhaveedu Branch, Alleppey. Members of the family are also requested to explore the possibilities of raising funds from external sources also if required.

Statement of Income and Expenditure for Punarudharanam as on April 30th 


Item



          Amount in Rs.

  1. Temple Architect & Astrologer


  5,145.00

  2. Expenses for committee meetings

     525.00

  3. Traveling Expenses



     545.00

  4. Electrical work



  8,008.36

  5. Balalaya Prathista



  3,836.00
Contributions  - Rs. 195,354

  6. Compound wall construction


15,800.00
Total Expenses- Rs. 190,117

  7. Cleaning the Temple structures


  7,388.50

  8. Varnishing & Painting



  5,848.00
Balance on Apr 30th – Rs. 5,237
  9. Mason’s work



  5,375.00

10. Materials for renovation of Temple structures
71,089.50

11. Labour charges for renovation


32,300.00

12. Dakshina




  4,308.00

13. Printing & Stationary



     899.00

14. Copper & Bronze work


25,000.00

15. Peepul Tree maintenance


  4,050.00





Total expenses
            190,117.36


Funds Requirements


Amount required to complete the renovation work
- Rs.  50,000


Expenses for Punaprathista rituals


-   “  125,000





Total Funds requirements
- Rs. 175,000

Members of the family may please note that we need to raise this total amount by May 10th to complete the tasks in the temple.

Special Mathoor Kudumba Yogam

There will be a special Kudumba Yogam (meeting) of the members of the Mathoor family on May 23rd in the Mathoor Sree Bhagavathy Temple at 2:00 pm. All the members of the family are requested to attend the meeting.

Vishu Celebrations in the Temple

Vishu was celebrated in the temple on April 14th with Bhajan singing in the evening (4:30 pm) led by Ms. Vijayalakshmi Kunjamma and Ms. Radhamony Kunjamma. This was followed by violin performance by Sarath Krishnan, son of Mr. Aji and Ms. Ajitha, Thakazhi. Bharath Krishnan, son of Ms. Sreelatha and Mr. Sanal, played the Mridangam. Sarath and Bharath are the grandchildren of Ms. Janaki Kunjamma. Mr. Aji (Thakazhi), son-in-law of Ms. Janaki Kunajamma presented a Bhakthi Ganamela with devotional songs on Mathoor Bhagavathy, written and composed by him. Aji plans to release an audio cassette of the devotional songs on Mathoor Bhagavathy.

Ekadasi Celebration in the Temple

Ekadasi was celebrated in the temple on April 15th with Bhagavatha Parayanam. The following members of the family participated in the Parayanam.

Mr. Govindan Kunju Panicker


Mr. Jayan Kunju Panicker

Mr. Vijayan Kunju Panicker



Mr. N. D. Kurup

Ms. Vijayalakshmi Kunjamma

Contributions received during April 04
Following are the contributions received from the members of the family during April 2004. 













          .


Name (Receipt Nos.)

             Amount in Rs.

Name (Receipt Nos.)

             Amount in Rs.          .          

Ms. Bhavani Kunjamma, Ernakulam

10,000

Mr. Padmanabha Panicker, Alapuzha
     501

Ms. Saraswathi Kunjamma, Kayamkulam

     301

Ms. Vijayalakshmi & Mr. N. D. Kurup
  5,000

Ms. Janaki, Pulikkathu Madam, Vaikam

  1,001

Ms. Leena Vijayakumar, Ernakulam
     500

Mr. Jayaprakash Anand, Cherthala

     501

Ms. T. Bhuvaneswari


  1,000

Mr. K. Narayanan



  1,000

Dr. G. Geetha


  2,000
          .

Life Membership

The following members of the family have applied for life memberships.

· Ms. Tara Panicker, C/o Anil Panicker, 24/2 Dinyanish Co-operative Housing Society, Malwadi, Pune – 411 020.

· Ms. Leena Vijayakumar, M-36 Mathoor, Changapuzha Nagar, Kochi – 682 033

Marriage in the family

Mr. Muralikrishnan, son of Mr. Mathoor Govindan Kutty (popular Kathakali artist) and Ms. A. K. Rajeswari is getting married to Ms. Manjusha, daughter of Mr. P. P. Manmadhan and Ms. Maheswari, Unni Mayooram House, Channanikkad on May 2nd between 11.15 am and 12.00 noon at Kottayam Bhramana Samooham Madham.

Bon Voyage

Ms. Vilasini and Mr. K. R. Nair left for Jakartha, Indonesia on April 3rd to spend a couple of months with their son Mr. Vishnu Kumar and family. 

Changes

The changed address of Dr. G. Geetha is “Arsha Hospital (city unit), Kunnumpuram, Trivandrum.”

Report From Family Units

ERNAKULAM UNIT

Meeting of the members of the Mathoor familiy (Ernakulam unit) was held at 3.30 pm on April 25th at the residence of Mathoor Valiakunnil Sarada Prasad (House no. 24. Kairali Nagar, Choondy, Aluva). It being the summer vacation, many members were away from town and hence the attendance was thin. However there was active deliberations on the urgent requirement for mobilising  maximum financial contributions from members  for urgently completing the renovation work at Mathoor Temple on schedule. The meeting therefore decided to contact all members in the area, and to collect their contributions before 10th May. The meeting  authorized Shri. Rajagopal, Ms. Chandrika Rajagopal and Smt. Sarada Kunjamma to receive the contributions and issue receipts. The members present agreed to contact other members who were not present and collect their contributions. This will enable immediate collection of fund and transfer it to the Convenor, Punarudharana Committee. The following members offered to make the contributions shown against their names.

Ms. Chandrika Rajagopal  

Rs. 10000.00

Dr. Sreelatha Ajaykumar 

Rs.   5000.00

The meeting concluded by 5.00 pm
TRIVANDRUM UNIT

Members of the Trivandrum Family Unit met in Trivandrum Hotel on April 18th. 11 members were present on the occasion. The main agenda for the meeting was the progress of Temple renovation work in Mathoor and the funds mobilization for future activities. 

KAYAMKULAM FAMILY UNIT

The attendance in the Kayamkulam Unit meeting during the month was very thin. The Convenor, Punarudharana Committee and the Treasurer, Mathoor Devaswom Committee attended the meeting. The members of the family living in the Kayamkulam area were requested to extend all the support to the Punarudharana activities in Mathoor.

Poojas Conducted in April

There is a need to increase the sponsorship of Divasa Pooja in the Temple. During this month we had only 14 sponsorships. This is quite low considering the size of the Mathoor family. Please make it a practice to sponsor a Divasa Pooja on the birthdays of the members of the family, particularly the children, to obtain the blessings of the Paradevatha. 

-  April   5 (Atham) Divasa Pooja by Mr. Narayanan Nair, husband of Ms. Shobha

-  April   9 (Anizham) Divasa Pooja by Dr. Ajay Kumar, husband of Dr. Sreelatha Kunjamma.

-  April 10 (Moolam) Divasa Pooja by Mr. Santhosh son of Mr. G. S. Panicker, Thycheril, Nedumudi.

-       “
  (Thiruvathira)
“
“  Mr. M. S. Sankara Narayan Panicker, Kochumathoor.

-  April 12 (Utradam) Divasa Pooja by Sindhu, daughter of Ms. Janardhan Pillai, Adoor.

-  April 14 (Pooyam) Divasa Pooja by Deepu, son of Mr. Jayan Kunju Panicker, Valiyakunnil.

· April 16 (Pooruruttathi) Divasa Pooja by Ms. Deepa, daughter of Ms. Vima T. Kaimal, Mumbai.

· April 26 (Punartham) Divasa Pooja by Mr. M. V. K. Panicker, Cherthala.

·  
“
“
“
“    “  Dr. Pradeep Panicker, Trivandrum.

· April 27 (Pooyam) Divasa Pooja by Salini.

· April 28 (Chothi) Divasa Pooja by Ms. Santhamma, wife of Mr. Rajan, Delhi.

· April 29 (Makam) Divasa Pooja by Mahesh, son of Dr. G. Geetha, Trivandrum.

· April 30 (Pooruruttathi) Divasa Pooja by Mr. Asokan, Trissur.

· Divasa Pooja by Arathi, (Makam), daughter of Mr. Sasi Pillai, Ambadi.

Poojas scheduled in May & June

- May   5 (Visakham) Divasa Pooja by Sethumadhavan, son of Mr. Dileep Panicker, Gujarat.

- May   6 (Anizham) Divasa Pooja by Chitra, daughter of Mr. Harikumar, Aluva.

-      “
“
“
“
“  Ganesh, son of Dr. G. Geetha.

· June 16 (Mithunam-Chothi) Divasa Pooja Ms. Prabha Nair, wife of Mr. Unnikrishnan Nair, TVM

Devaswom Cash Flow Statement for March 04

          RECEIPTS

    
     Rs.



EXPENDITURE
   
    Rs.


Surplus brought forward

  2519.00
To Fixed Deposit 

    
10000.00

Divasa Pooja


  2250.00
Repairs and Maintenance


  3100.00
Nithya Nidanam


  3561.00
Salary to Employees


  5235.00
Film Shooting


  1500.00
Deposit in Bank



  1020.00
Fixed deposit from Bank

10000.00
Electricity charges


    650.00
Income from property

  1850.00
Nithya Nidanam


 
  2259.50

Kanikka



    825.00
House Rent



    400.00
Staff Advance Returned

  1250.00
Printing & Stationary


    380.00
Life Membership


  2550.00
Construction of toilet


    635.00







Committee Expenses


    115.00







Postage




      90.00







Excess Receipts over expenditure

  2420.50

Total Receipts  
           
             26,305.00

Total Expenses
         
             26,305.00

Glimpses of Mathoor Family History

Extracts of the documents kept by the late Mathoor Valiyakunnil Kochukrishna Panicker (1892 – 1973 AD)
        .

The fourth page of the Agreement of 1913 in Malayalam is given on page 8. The extract in English is given below for the benefit of the members who are not able to read the Malayalam version. It may be noted that the Malayalam version will be more accurate as translation of the legal language used in the document is almost impossible. If any member of the family has any additional document/information available with him/her, we are glad to publish it for the benefit of other members of the family. We thank Mr. K. Raghavan Kutty, son of the late Mathoor Valiyakunnil Kochukrishna Panicker, for making the documents available to us and Mr. Aravindakshan Nair for rewriting the material suitable for publication.

Chapter # 4. Agreements on Managing Family Wealth  Mathoor Family Agreement of 1913

11. Mathoor Kalari, Kottaram Temple and Thiruvathu Kalari all located in Ambalapuzha Thaluk and Kizhakkedathu Mathoor Temple located in Cherthala Thaluk will be under the administrative control of our family. Apart from having assets and income individually for each of these institutions, there were grants from the government and the Royal Family to Mathoor family and to the Devaswoms including several concessions. The family Karanavar was responsible for keeping the properties of these institutions in procession, collecting income from these properties, getting grants and concessions from government and the Royal Family, conducting the poojas and other rituals in the places of worship and undertaking duties in the Royal Palace, Padmmanabha Swamy Temple, and Ambalapuzha Krishna Swamy Temple. All the above responsibilities will have to be undertaken as per established traditions. The properties belonging to the Cherthala Kizhakkedathu Mathoor could not be ascertained and included in this agreement. Other properties belonging to the other three places of worship are included in the A-List. In this the properties belonging to Nedumudi Mathoor Temple is shown under clause A-2 and that belonging to Kottaram Temple is shown under clause A-3 seperately.

12.  The administration of the Kottaram Temple along with the management of the properties included under clause A-3 was traditionally done by appointing a capable person from among the members of the family with the approval of the family Karanavar. This practice will be continued and Mr. Govindan Kunju Panicker of 3rd Sakha, and the 8th named person of this agreement, who has been discharging this responsibility from 1904 will continue to function. He is expected to undertake activities for the improvement of the temple in consultation with people of the locality. Whenever Mr. Govindan Kunju Panicker resigns from the assignment, another capable person will be assigned the task. The family Karanavar will have the right to scrutinize the yearly temple accounts, undertake renovation the temple structures and permit special expenses in the temple.

13. There are two major family homes in Mavelikkara Thaluk having names Vilayil Mathoor and A-Veetil Mathoor. There is a third house called Kattoor Mathoor is in Karthikapally Thaluk. All the three homes have family Temples attached to them with an additional Sastha temple near Vilayil Mathoor. There are properties and income in the names of each of these families and temples including grants from government. With the approval of previous family Karavers the Vilayil House was occupied by members of the 3rd Sakha (branch), A-Veetil was occupied by the 4th Sakha (branch) and Kattoor Mathoor was occupied by 1st Sakha (branch). The properties belonging to these homes and temples are under the custody of the respective occupants and will continue to remain so. They are expected to maintain the properties, collect the income, release the mortgages on properties, undertake the regular temple rituals, maintain temple structures etc. If any property is to be sold, the same can be done only by the family Karanavar along with the eldest member of each branch (Sakha) of the family. All properties in the B-List including that may come under the list will be administered by the family Karanavar or the person designated for that purpose. All payment of taxes, undertaking various religious, maintenance of buildings and land etc. will be the responsibility of this person.


……. (to be continued in the next issue)

Temple Administration


Please contact Mr. Govinda Pillai, Kochu Mathoor, Thottuvathala, Nedumudi – P. O., Alleppey Dist., Telephone No. 0477-276-2755, for all your requirements of temple activities like booking poojas, getting Prasadams etc. Outstation members may inform Mr. Pillai in advance about their visit to the temple so that they can get the necessary assistance during their visit.














         .

Published by M. K. K. Pannicker, Convenor, Punarudharana Committee, Mathoor Temple for limited circulation only.  All communication may be sent to ‘Sindhu’, Sanathanapuram – P. O., Alleppey – 688 003, India. Phone: (0477)226-6337. Financial contributions may be sent as Bank Draft favouring “Mathoor Kshethram Punarudharana Committee (A/C No. 25064)” payable at State Bank of Travancore, Pazhaveedu Branch, Alleppey. To reach the Editor email at rcdutt@intsyx.com or Telephone at (0471)272-1060 / (0471)272-1983.







        .
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This issue is sponsored by: - Dr. Jyotsna, (Daughter of Dr. Rajeswari & Mr. Unnikrishnan Nair) & Dr. Rajeev, Trivandrum


